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dal ISTassaro, an Italian gem-engraver, under whom
Bechot, the Graveur-general, had studied in his younger
days. Dal Nassaro's mill, which was in existence in
1534, was known as the " Moulin de la Gourdaine," and
seems to have been set up to polish precious stones.

The machines for coining introduced from Germany
on this occasion comprised the rolls (laminoirs) for
reducing the cast plates or bars of metal to a suitable
thickness; the draw benches (lanes a tirer), presumably
for adjusting the thickness of the rolled fillet; the
circular cutting-punches (coupoirs\ for preparing the
discs or flans of the required size and weight; the presses
(balanciers), for striking the blanks with dies; and the
appliances for holding the dies in position under the
press (tenailles) The last-mentioned class may have
included iron collars or rings for enclosing the blanks
while they were being struck.

This machinery was placed under the "direction of
Aubin Olivier, who, in 1556, succeeded to the duties,
though not to the office, of De Marillac, who had been
made superintendent of the Hotel des Monnaies du Moulin
in 1552. The engraving of matrices and punches for
the whole of the French mints was in the hands of the
celebrated Parisian artist, Marc Bechot, who was ap-
pointed by Francis I to the new post of G-raveur-general,
created in 1547.17 His designs excel in beauty of type,
and were well reproduced by the mill process. In the
newly established mint, Jean Erondelle and Etienne de
Laune, probably under Bechot's direction, engraved the
necessary dies. The former of these, within a short

17 MedalUa Illustrations of $nhsli History, by Hawkins, Franks, and
Grueber, 1885, vol. n. p 720.